DO Viwia Oompasint sty i it \JOSH

VOSH PROGRAM DI RECTI VE: 02- 021 | SSUED:  August 15, 1995

SUBJECT: Interpretative Rule Addressing OSHA' s Policy on Enpl oyee Rescue
Efforts, 29 CFR 1903. 14

A Pur pose.

This directive transmts to field personnel the clarification of OSHA s
citation policy regardi ng enpl oyers whose enpl oyees perform or attenpt
to performvoluntary rescues of individuals in |life-threatening danger.

This Program Directive is an internal guideline, not a statutory or
regulatory rule, and is intended to provide instructions to VOSH
personnel regarding internal operation of the Virginia Cccupational
Safety and Health Programand is solely for the benefit of the program
This docunent is not subject to the Virginia Register Act or the
Adm ni strative Process Act; it does not have general application and is
not being enforced as having the force of |aw

B. Scope.

This directive applies to all VOSH personnel .

C. Ref er ences.

OSHA Instruction STP 2-1.174 (March 10, 1995).
59 FR 66612 (Decenber 27, 1994).

D. Cancel |l ation

Not Appli cabl e.

E. Acti on.
The Deputy Conm ssioner, directors and supervisors shall assure that

field personnel and enployers understand and conply wth the
interpretation of OSHA s enpl oyee rescue policy.

F. Effective Date.

August 1, 1995



Expirati on Date.

Not Appli cabl e.

Backgr ound.

Because the occurrence of accidents which invite rescue attenpts is
foreseeable in various industrial processes and environnents, a
variety of OSHA standards include precautions and safeguard for
rescue-rel ated operations, including, e.g., the energency planning
and response provi sions of the process saf ety managenent standard, 29
CFR 1910.119(n), and hazardous waste operations standard, 29 CFR
1910.120(1), (p) and (q); and the standards on confined spaces in
gener al i ndustry, 29 CFR 1910.146, and in grain handling,
1910. 272(d), (e) and (9Q). In construction, specific rescue
precautions are prescribed, e.g., for work perforned near or over
water, and for excavation work, 29 CFR 1926. 106, 1926.651(g). See
al so, 29 CFR 1910. 38 (enpl oyee energency plans in general industry)
and 1926.20, .21, and .35 (training and energency action plans in
construction).

Prior to this directive, OSHA had no witten instruction addressing
its citation policy regardi ng enpl oyers whose enpl oyees perform or
attenpt to perform voluntary rescues of individuals in life-
t hr eat eni ng danger.

Summary.

OCSHA wi || not issue citations to any enpl oyer under any OSHA st andard
or the general duty clause of the OSH Act for any rescue activity by
i ts enpl oyees except when t he enpl oyer has specifically designated an
enpl oyee with responsibility to perform or assist in a rescue
operation, or when enployees have duties directly related to
wor kpl ace processes or operations where the possibility of life-
threateni ng accidents is reasonably foreseeable.

Under this interpretive rule, these and other requirenents wll be
applied in situations involving enployee rescue efforts only when t he
enpl oyer has specifically designated an enpl oyee with responsibility
to performor assist in a rescue operation, or when enpl oyees have
duties directly related to workpl ace processes or operations where
the possibility of life-threatening accidents is foreseeable.

This directive does not require any additional conpliance action by
enpl oyers beyond what is already required under existing OSHA
standards and the general duty clause nor does it relieve enpl oyers
of any obligations currently inposed by those requirenents, including
the responsibility to designate and appropriately train and equip
energency personnel when required under specific safety and health
st andar ds.
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